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From the Principal’s Desk
As we enter the holiday season, whether one
celebrates Christmas, Hanukah, Kwanza, New Years, or
nothing at all, we know that for the next six weeks we all will
be faced with countless advertisements and ideas for things
we, our children, or our friends apparently can’t be without.
The competition for our attention and our dollars is fierce.
The portrayal of how happy each of us can be if we could just
own that new whatever is always there, unless of course we
simply turn off the television.
The ability to appreciate that which we have is
greatly enhanced when we have some quiet time to enjoy it.
Or some time to think about it. Thinking about what we have
and where our fortunes lie is something that we need to
share with our children. We can model reflecting about what
we are grateful for and give them an opportunity to share
what they are grateful for with us. They will be pretty quick
to identify their family, but what else can they see? Do they
recognize their health, a safe place to live, their brothers or
sisters, or the time you take to bring them to their sports
games or to their friends? What about their friends? How
about the fact that they can go to school? Do they recognize
that they live in a beautiful place or value the sunsets on the
lake or the bike path they can ride on any time?
Sometimes the value of something isn’t readily
apparent to children. They may not know that an education
isn’t something everyone in the world can access. They may
be unaware that we live in a place that people travel to from
all over the world. They may take their siblings for granted.
Helping our children to understand that good fortune
is not necessarily tied to money can help them to keep a
better sense of perspective when making decisions later on.
The peer pressure they will face as they grow older will
include the desire to have similar possessions, and
experiences as their peers – and their dissatisfaction in their
own life can easily be impacted by a perception of worth or
value that they measure in possessions. Possessions can
quickly loose their attractiveness, especially when the owner
exerted no effort in earning them, as evidenced in the toys
children “had to have” that are gathering dust in a corner.
The true value is in the activity and sharing.
There is much to be thankful for as Thanksgiving
approaches. For one, I’m thankful that none of us are
shoveling six feet of snow! Every day, when I go to work, I’m
thankful that I get to work with a great staff, beautiful
children, and families. I hope that all of you have a happy and
peaceful Thanksgiving and break.

Upcoming Events:
Nov. 21 Report Cards sent home
Nov. 26 Thanksgiving Break Begins-No School
Dec. 1 Back to school
Whole School Assembly
Wednesday, Dec. 3
8:10 – 8:30
FROM THE EES NURSES
The Nurse’s Office is seeking donations of boys and girls
underwear in sizes 6 to 16. Thank you for your help on this.
BURLINGTON KIDS AFTERSCHOOL – SESSION 2
Session 2 activity brochures have been sent home! Check
out the blue brochure for exciting new activities, including
Ice Skating, Outdoor Survival Skills, Young Writers Project,
Flag Football and more! Contact Priscilla (praba@bsdvt.org)
or Mohamed (mdiop@bsdvt.org) or (802) 316-0195, for
more information!
THANK YOU FOR THE DELICIOUS DESERTS
YESTERDAY! They were much appreciated by the EES
faculty and staff!
SUPPORT FUND FOR SHELLEY SPINNER
Many people have asked how they can support Shelley Spinner and
her family. In response, we have set up a support fund website.
From the website: “We have struggled to find a way to show our
love, support and dedication to her recovery. Donating to Shelley's
fund is just one more way we can do this. Let's all inspire HER to
recover, to heal and to beat this! Contributing to this fund will
provide Shelley and her family with a bit of financial peace and will
allow them to focus on what is most important: Shelley's recovery
and family quality time.”
If you would like to donate, please go to the link below.
http://www.youcaring.com/medical-fundraiser/support-fund-forshelley-spinner/247918

PTO EMAIL UPDATES
The PTO sends out weekly email updates. If you would like to be
added to the PTO email list, please contact Marni Slavik at EES
PTO (pto@eespto.org).
For more information about PTO events visit: http://eespto.org/
o
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